[Propofol in emergency care--areas of application and initial experiences].
So far propofol has only been used in clinical settings for sedation and induction of anaesthesia. This study describes several indications in preclinical and emergency events. All users were anaesthetists, so that experience of administration and dosage was extremely helpful. Since the drug met the expected criteria it is now regularly used for the sedation of ventilated patients during transport. The most important indications for preclinical induction of anesthesia with propofol are patients with isolated head injury and patients with respiratory insufficiency due to status asthmaticus resistant to therapy. After repeated unsuccessful attempts at therapeutic intervention with benzodiazepines and other antiepileptics we were able to interrupt status epilepticus in 11 patients by means of propofol, thereby preventing the patient from being intubated as a consequence of iatrogenic respiratory failure. However, emergency doctors must always be aware of the severe cardiocirculatory side effects of the drug, and must, hence, ensure that hypovolaemia or cardiac failure is excluded or corrected prior to propofol administration.